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1. Private bill – although somewhat uncommon in our nation of 300,000,000 people, these bills deal with a small number of individuals or places. These bills are stereotypically immigration issues, but still relate to a variety of other subjects.

Public bill – around 30% of the bills passed by congress are public bills. They deal with issues related to the nation as a whole. These bills vary greatly in importance. Some bills can be debated for months and dominate media coverage, while others are simply dealt with routinely.

2. Simple resolutions deal only with one house of congress, and thus do not need a presidential signature. These resolutions generally change a rule or procedure of that congressional house, and are internal to that house.

Joint resolutions are resolutions passed in both houses and (with the exception of constitutional amendment proposals) also require a presidential signature. These can change currently active laws and appropriate money for a specific purpose.

Concurrent resolutions have to be passed by both houses of congress but do not require the presidential ratification. These resolutions resemble the opinions and recommendations of congress and do not hold any power of law. Movie, TV, and CD, warning labels are all example of concurrent resolutions voluntarily enforced by private businesses.

